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Stormfront, the leading white supremacist
Web forum, has another distinction —

murder capital of the Internet
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Atypical murderer drawn to the racistforum§ m 5nt L

isafrustrated, unemployed, white adult male living with his
mother or an estranged spouse or girlfriend. She is the sole
provider in the household.
Forensic psychologists call him a “wound collector.” Instead of
building his resume,
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2008, James “Yankee Jim” Leshkevich,
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In a two-year study of almost 100 murders b;; racist extrem-
ists, the Intelligence Report identified 10 unique characteris-
tics of killers who were active online:

e Pg et Alloffenders were unemployed at the time of

the killings.
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By protesting, leafleting, or attending racist skin-

head concerts or gatherings, all offenders publicly participated
in racist activity or outreach (though most remained anonymous

prior to the killings.)
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e ‘e e Triggering events are personal. More than half

of offenders began killing in or around their homes, with family

members often the first victims.
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two usernames in the 12 months prior to
the torture and dismemberment killing
of a Chinese immigrant. In September
2011, eight months before the murder,
Magnotta complained: “It was unfare
[sic] that every country in the world was
able to have their heritage protected,

blacks get their own countries, chinese
[sic] get their own countries ... if white
people want their own countries then we
are denied that right.” Magnotta, whose
real name is Eric Clinton Kirk Newman,
also followed Black on Twitter.

Three months after the Magnotta

murder, on Aug. 5, 2012, Wade Michael
Page shot and Killed six people at a Sikh
temple, including an 84-year-old woman,
and wounded four others before killing
himself during a shootout with police.
Page, a longtime racist skinhead, had
been a registered user on Stormfront,
under various user names, for more than
10 years.
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A haggard-looking Don Black appeared
on a CBS News affiliate’s newscast three
days after the Sikh Temple killings. While
attempting to minimize Page’s activities
on Stormfront, Black said Page’s actions
were “counterproductive” but then
added, “We think the Sikhs should be
back in Punjab.”

As Alexa Internet Inc. shows, though
Stormfront’s online popularity had been
in a gradual decline over the previous
two years, the August 2012 Sikh temple
killings resulted in one of the highest and
most significant spikes of the year for the
online forum (there also was a notable
and rapid decline following the Sikh tem-
ple killings). And Stormfront appears to
have benefited financially from the pub-
licity that summer. Monthly donations
to the site rose from $6,545 in August
2012, to $8,028 in September to $10,032
in October of that year.

A strong argument could be made
that Stormfront is, in effect, monetizing
murder. And Black’s personal history
undermines the argument that he had no
reasonable way to know how his website
and the hatred he hawks was attracting
and motivating a new breed of unstable,
sociopathic killers. That ugly reality has
been a recurring theme in Don Black’s
life for almost half a century.
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In many respects, Don Black resembles
the prototypical Killers that seem to be
drawn to Stormfront.
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